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A Study on Social Return on Investment of Green Energy, Green Network for THAIs

Project.

Abstract

This study aimed to assess the social return on investment of the Green Energy Green Network for
the Thais project connecting networks for Thai people in the Mokopoke and Ban Dokmai Sod communities,
Mae Usu Subdistrict, Tha Song Yang District, and Tak Province, using a mixed-methods research methodology
consisting of quantitative and qualitative data collection, which was conducted between November 1 and
30, 2024. The sample groups included people in the community, community leaders, public health officers,
teachers, students, sovernment agencies, and other stakeholders. The data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, content analysis, and social return on investment (SROI) analysis.

The study found that the Green Energy Green Network for Thais project had positive impacts in
many dimensions, including: Economic: It was found that the installation of a coffee roasting plant in the
Mokopoke community helped increase the value of agricultural products, reduce reliance on middlemen,
and provide access to online markets for the public. Meanwhile, the Ban Dokmai Sod community, despite
having more convenient access to the internet, still lacked stable employment. Social: It was found that
access to the internet enabled students to learn through digital platforms. Teachers could use online media
to reduce the burden of preparing lessons and develop themselves. Public health: It was found that officials
could use technology to coordinate with network hospitals to promote more efficient public health services.
Environmental: It was found that access to information led to people changing their behavior from growing
corn, which required burning, to growing other cash crops. Technology and communication: It was found
that people could communicate more conveniently and reduced the need to travel up mountains to
receive a telephone signal and etc;

The analysis of social return on investment found that the SROI of Mokopoke community was 2.27
baht and Ban Dokmai Sod community was 2.48 baht. The average of both communities was 2.37 baht,
which means that every 1 baht of investment can generate a social return of 2.37 baht, indicating the value
of the project and its potential to expand to other areas.

The research recommendations include integrating the project into community development policies,
supporting Smart Village projects in rural areas, developing digital infrastructure to promote the grassroots
economy, and increasing support for education and digital technology to enhance people's potential in the

long term.

Keywords: clean energy, utility, community development, social return on investment, digital

technology.
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